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Library Visitation


The obstacles that librarians face are the same at all levels.  We strive to meet the needs of the students that we serve.  As Media Specialists, we try to make the transitions from elementary, middle, high school and college a more successful experience for students.  When visiting the Blackwell Library at Salisbury University I was able to see firsthand what my students will eventually need to know.

The library and staff at Blackwell Library are always trying to accommodate the needs of their students.  Ms. Kalmanson, spoke to us about one of their most valuable resource being the library’s webpage.  They are really working hard to make it user friendly.  They are trying to move the tool bar at the top and currently it is on the left side and creates less verbiage.  They are hoping to soon join “Facebook” to help reach the students.  I loved this idea.  I teach elementary so “facebook” is not as popular as it is for middle or high.  If I ever move to the middle or high school I would consider joining facebook because it is important to reach your students and this is a great way.  

Mrs. Kalmanson also discussed the ways that students can ask questions or get help.  There is an “Ask us now” chat room that you can ask a librarian a question 24 hours a day.  You might not necessarily have a librarian from Blackwell Library but there are librarians to help you.  Secondly, there are several ways that students can ask questions or get help.  They can talk with librarians one on one at the library.  There is also the option to call or email them.   The third thing that helps students is that they are required during Freshman English to learn about the library and take a quiz to show they understand how the library works.  When I first attended Salisbury University in 1997 we had to take an orientation class and we never visited the library.  I think that this is a wonderful way to orientate yourself with the library services that you will use your entire college career.  

One idea that I really like was how the library utilizes Survey Monkey to determine the knowledge or weaknesses of student learners.  I liked this idea so much that I created an account on Survey Monkey and did this for my 5th graders so I could see if I accomplished my teaching goals.  

We asked Ms. Kalmanson what most freshman struggle with and she said using the Library of Congress system instead of the Dewey Decimal System.  Another problem that occurs is learning how to narrow research topics and to use multiple sources to find different viewpoints.  This was valuable information to know so we could help prepare the students.  

John and Alex, two library aids at Blackwell Library, discussed their experiences with school libraries including Blackwell Library.  They were nice but I felt that they were not as helpful as Ms. Kalmanson.  I did however learn that as freshman at Salisbury 

University, they did not know where to get the information, expected the librarian to do everything, were intimidated by the size of the library, and feared they would plagiarize when writing a paper.  I felt good when they said that their elementary library experiences were good.  They enjoyed checking out books and hearing a story.  They also knew where everything was located.  

They also began not using the library unless necessary.  Once they reached college, they were expected to use more than books for resources.  They also felt that middle and high school teachers did a lot of the work for them so they did not have to.  They also felt that the libraries were not inviting so it did not encourage them to do research.  .

